California. Members of the Academy staff attended sessions in their own fields 
and participated in the newsmaking themselves. 

Dr. Robert C. Miller, director of the Academy and a representative on the 
AAAS Council, presided at a symposium on “Natural Resources of the West,” 
and was a speaker at the “Conference on Scientific Editorial Problems.” John 
Thomas Howell, curator of botany, was one of the leaders of an all-day field 
trip of the American Nature Study Society and the National Association of 
Biology Teachers. The group visited Muir Woods, Stinson Beach, and Mount 
Tamalpais. 

Morrison Planetarium was represented at the AAAS meeting by Leon E, 
Salanave, who reported some of the results of the eclipse expedition of last June 
to the Astronomical Society of the Pacific. W. I. Follett, curator of ichthvology, 
presented a proposed constitution and by-laws which were accepted at the busi- 
ness meeting of the Pacific Section of the Society of Systematic Zoology. Dr. 
Robert T. Orr, curator of birds and mammals, presided over a session of the 
Cooper Ornithological Society. Open house was held here for the Society of 
Systematic Zoologists on Tuesday afternoon, December 28. 


Dr. Ernest B. Bascock Dtes 


Dr. Ernest B. Bascock, former president of the Academy and professor emeri- 
tus of genetics, University of California, died on December 8, 1954. An account 
of Dr. Babcock’s career and his many contributions to science and to the 
Academy will be published later by this institution. 


ASTRONOMY SECTION 


Tue Astronomy Section will meet at 8 p.m., Wednesday, January 26, in the 
Student Lecture Room. Leon E. Salanave, who attended the recent meetings 
of the AAAS, will discuss the many reports of recent astronomical research 
which were given at Berkeley. 


NEWHALL TO LECTURE 


Two cectures on the history of photography will be given here at 3:30 p. M,, 
January 9 and 16, by Beaumont Newhall, curator, George Eastman House, 
Rochester, New York. The talks will be presented in Morrison Auditorium, 
under sponsorship of the San Francisco Examiner. 


New MEMBERS 


THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS were elected by the Council at its meeting of 


December 14, 1954: 


ReGuLar MEMBERSHIP 
Mr. Roger Braidwood 
Mr. Edward Chu 
Miss Stacia Fisher 
Miss M. E. Glenn 
Mr. Robert I. Haynes 


Mr. Wilbur P. Shomo 

Mrs. Paul Wormser 
FAMILY MEMBERSHIP 

Mr. Charles H. Spaulding 
STUDENT MEMBERSHIP 

John Tryforos 


Mr. Francis H. Horn 

Mr. Edward A. Kent, Jr. 
Mrs. Anne W. Livingston 
Miss Nancy Malik 

Dr. Boris Pregel 

Mr. W. E. Schultz 


loa 


ACADEMY NEWS LETTER 


NuMBER ISI 


JANUARY, 1955 


Photo by Dr. Edward S. Ross 


PERUVIAN KatrypIp 
(See Page 3) 


Published Monthly by 
CALIFORNIA ACADEMY OF SCIENCES 


GOLDEN GATE PARK + SAN FRANCISCO 


January Announcement 


Tue REGULAR JANUARY MEETING will be held at 8:15 p. m., Tuesday, January 11, 
in the Morrison Auditorium. Charles E. Mohr, director of the Audubon Center, 
Greenwich, Connecticut, will present a color film: 


“Outrpoor ALMANAC” 


The film, with a complete musical score and sound effects track, is a panorama 
of nature’s annual cycle of year-round activity. The snow and cold of winter, 
warmth of spring, lushness of summertime, and the color of nostalgic autumn 
are the four stages across which parade such characters as a racoon family, a fawn 
deer growing up to buckhood, playful fox cubs, and legions of hibernating bats. 
The weasel and gray fox frequent snowy trails in search of food. Buds swell and 
burst in spring sunshine, setting the stage for summer’s hummingbirds and 
finally the entrance of autumn’s scarlet bittersweet. 

Charles E. Mohr, the lecturer, was graduated and received an M. A. from 
Bucknell University, Lewisburg, Pennsylvania, and he has done advanced work 
at Columbia University and the University of Pennsylvania. A well-known 
photographer and writer whose work has appeared in many of the top maga- 
zines, he was for eight years director of education at the Philadelphia Academy 
of Natural Sciences. He is president of the National Speleological Society and 
past president of the American Nature Study Society and of the Pennsylvania 
Academy of Sciences. Since 1947 he has been director of the National Audubon 
Society’s center for nature and conservation education and research at Greenwich, 
Connecticut. 

NatioNnwibE AUDIENCE TO SEE AQUARIUM 


ArxENE Francis will give her national television audience a look at Steinhart 
Aquarium on Wednesday, January 12. Miss Francis, hostess of the “Home” 
show, will open her program with a tour of the Aquarium, Dr. Earl S. Herald 
acting as official guide. 

The television show, which is broadcast “live,” will be seen here beginning 
at 8 a.m. over KRON-TV. NBC will carry the program to the rest of the coun- 
try. After visiting the Academy the “Home” show will move on to other points 
of interest in Golden Gate Park to complete the Wednesday morning show. 

It will be a busy day for Dr. Herald, his staff, and the fish. A mobile unit 
and a crew of 30 will arrive here at 4 a.m. Wednesday to make preparations 
for the show. After the program, Benjamin Draper, of “Science In Action,” 
will be host at a breakfast for Miss Francis and her group in the Television 
Department here. Draper made arrangements for the special telecast during his 
recent visit to New York. 

The “Home” show will originate from San Francisco for a period of one 
week. 

Pacrric Discovery PREVIEW 


LooKING at our cover photograph, one can’t believe that katydid is a katydid. 
The photograph was just received from Dr. Edward S. Ross, along with a 
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number of other “shutter bugs” to illustrate an article by him appearing in the 
January-February issue of Pacific Discovery. 

The Academy’s curator of entomology reports that he took this particular 
insect’s portrait on his front porch in Tingo Maria, Peru. (After the picture 
was made, Dr. Ross unceremoniously plopped the subject in a cyanide jar.) 

Dr. Ross says there must be more than fifty different kinds of katydids in 
his locality. Some resemble leaves, others twigs, bark, lichens, and even wasps. 
The one on our cover, he says, must seek protection by dazzling its enemies 
with its spiny form and its brilliant green, yellow, and white coloration. Its 
actual length is three inches. 


SoutH AMERICAN LUNGFISHES ARRIVE 


STEINHART AQUARIUM, in a figurative sense of course, is smirking with pride. 
The Aquarium for the first time in its history has specimens of each of the 
world’s three kinds of lungfishes. 

For some time now African and Australian lungfishes have been on exhibit 
here. The new arrivals are two South American representatives of this unique 
sub-class of fishes. 

According to our experts, the lungfishes are “living fossils,” freaks of nature 
that have survived from out of the past. The lungfish has both gills and a 
modified lung 

Although the eel-like lungfshes can breathe through their gills, all three 
varieties find it necessary to surface occasionally and gulp free air. The African 
and South American fishes will actually “drown” if forced to stay under water. 

The South American and African representatives of the lunghshes have still 
another remarkable ability which sets them apart from ordinary fishes. If a 
stream dries up, the lungfish takes advantage of the last puddle of water to roll 
up inside a mudball cocoon. Once safely ensconced in a hardened cake of mud 
the fish becomes torpid and can live without water until the rains come again, 
whether this be the space of a summer, a year, or even years. (The African 
lungfish has been known to estivate for more than four years under artificial 
laboratory conditions.) 

Our lungfishes, says curator Earl S. Herald, are the only fish in Steinhart 
Aquarium with insurance against pump failure. 


Writes SHow IN New York 


BENJAMIN Draper, executive producer of “Science In Action,” returned on 
December 16 from a three-week stay in New York. While in the East Draper 
wrote a television script with Harlow Shapley at Harvard for a forthcoming 
show on cosmography, and he visited the RCA laboratories at Princeton, where 
he wrote another show on the subject of transistors. He also brought negoti- 
ations for network distribution of “Science In Action” a step nearer to com- 
pletion, and made arrangements for the “Home” show to be telecast from 
Steinhart Aquarium, 
Participate IN AAAS MEETING 


THE CENTER OF THE WORLD, as far as scientific news was concerned, was B Jerkeley 
during the 121st meeting of the AAAS, December 26-31, at the University of 
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